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First 5 California Leads Delegation to Midwest 
  

First 5 California 
Commissioner Carla 
Dartis, and President 
of the California 
Association for Family 
Child Care Marva 
Lyons, enjoying the 
tour of the Educare 
Center in Chicago. 
 

Last month a small delegation of early 
childhood development leaders from California 
spent two days visiting early learning system 
models in Chicago, Illinois and Omaha, Nebraska. 
 The First 5 California participants, led by 
Executive Director Kris Perry, Deputy Director of 
Program Management Division Sarah Neville-
Morgan and State Commissioners Molly Munger 
and Carla Dartis, coordinated the group’s contacts 
and site visits that included meeting with staff from 
the Ounce of Prevention Fund and touring state-
of-the-art Educare Centers in both Chicago and 
Omaha. 
  
The delegation also learned more about the 
Sherwood Foundation and the creation of the 
Buffett Early Childhood Fund which provides major 
funding for Educare Centers, as well as other early 
childhood efforts throughout the nation.    
  
“Partnerships are about working together and 
sometimes you have to adjust your agenda to get 
bigger things done,” said Jessie Rasmussen, vice 
president of the Buffett Early Childhood Fund. 
“Having a place where policy makers can see 
what it looks like is really powerful. It's great for 
them to see what can happen with a private-public 
partnership.” 
  
The California delegation’s primary objective was 
to learn how other states were able to establish a 
broad coalition of support for children age 0 to 5. 
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The California leaders heard from state policy 
experts in Illinois and Nebraska on the many 
challenges they had to overcome to build a 
constituency base in support of a “big birth to five 
tent.” The development of strategic alliances 
helped these states work on preschool, childcare 
and programs for at-risk infants and toddlers such 
as home visiting, while at the same time 
continuing to invest in high-quality early education 
programs.  

  
"We hope to leverage the lessons learned as a 
result of our Midwest visit by working with many 
other stakeholders who are interested in moving 
forward on a statewide birth to five policy platform 
in California," Kris Perry said.  
 
back to top  
  
CARES Conference 
 

First 5 California’s own Sarah 
Neville-Morgan was honored at 
the 5th Annual CARES 
Conference April 28 - 29 for her 
contributions to the CARES 
community. 
  
First 5 California Executive 
Director Kris Perry presented a 

certificate of appreciation to Neville-Morgan, 
deputy director of First 5’s Program Management 
Division. “Sarah Neville-Morgan has been the face 
of the CARES program at First 5 California and 
she has worked diligently to ensure the delivery of 
quality childcare and early learning programs for 
families and children ages 0 to 5,” Perry said.  
  

Linda Parfitt, a California 
Department of Education 
consultant, was also recognized 
for implementation of the state’s 
professional development and 
retention program, commonly 
referred to as AB 212. Perry 
called it one of Parfitt’s 
"numerous accomplishments."  

  
The two-day conference stems from the joint effort 



of First 5 California, the Child Development 
Training Consortium and Working for Quality Child 
Care, a project of United Way of the Bay Area. 
  
Catherine Scott, President and CEO of Los 
Angeles Childcare Network, and a caregiver, 
attended the conference. "This is my fourth one 
and I have been able to network and meet so 
many people” she said.  “I get great ideas, 
materials and information that I take back to my 
community to let them know what is going on 
throughout the state."  
  

Executive Director 
Kris Perry and Former 
Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
Delaine Eastin at 
CARES conference.  
 
 
 
 

 
Former Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Delaine Eastin delivered the luncheon keynote 
address. "It is ironic that California and the United 
States are proud of being at the cutting edge of 
technology but lack childcare for children," she 
said. She described her experience in France 
where early care for children is a priority. "When a 
woman returns to work, the government makes 
sure the child has care," she said. "We should not 
be cutting programs for children just because 
there's a budget crisis." 
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Advertising RFP Proceeding 
  
The Advertising RFP was issued April 2. The 
mandatory Bidder's Conference was held April 24 
with more than 30 potential contractors and 
subcontractors attending. Next steps include 
responding to questions about the RFP with 
answers posted May 8 and receiving letters of 
intent to bid by May 16. 
 
back to top  
  



“A Place of Our Own/Los Niños en Su Casa” 
Receive National Emmy Nominations 
  
The celebrated PBS and First 5-sponsored series, 
“A Place of Our Own” and “Los Niños en Su 
Casa,” were jointly nominated in April for a 
Daytime Emmy Award by the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences. This is the first 
national Emmy nomination for the series. The 
awards will be presented June 20 at the Kodak 
Theater in Hollywood. The series are the previous 
recipients of the prestigious Peabody Award and a 
California Regional Emmy Award.   
  
back to top  
  
KCET Celebrates Caregivers 
  
First 5 California joined KCET-TV of Los Angeles, 
KVIE-TV of Sacramento and BP April 29 in 
celebrating nine California childcare providers at 
the Fourth Annual Childcare Provider of the Year 
Ceremony at the State Capitol.  They were 
recognized for their commitment to improving the 
quality of childcare in the state.  
  

 

Executive Director Kris Perry flanked by hosts of “A Place of 
Our Own” and “Los Niños en Su Casa,” Elizabeth Sanchez 
and Alicia Rosario, with the nine awardees. 
 
The nine awardees were all previously nominated 
as a “Childcare Provider of the Week” on the 
KCET series “A Place of Our Own” and “Los Niños 
en Su Casa.” Each caregiver received certificates 
of recognition from their legislators. Recipients 
include Pat and Jeannette Witz, Sacramento; Julia 
Ready, San Francisco; Olga Anderson, Fresno; 
Rose Moore, Redding; Karen Gillentine, Eureka; 



Barbara Loveless, Orange County; and Maria 
Lena Davo and Jade Stanford, Los Angeles.  
  
First 5 California Executive Director Kris Perry 
saluted the caregivers and told them "their place in 
society is just beginning to receive the national 
attention it deserves, with early childhood 
education taking the stage as one of many 
important campaign issues." 
  
Jade Stanford, one of the caregivers, began her 
“Get a Life Childcare” organization when her 
husband, Robbie, became ill and she couldn’t find 
quality part-time childcare.  Jade was ecstatic 
about the award as was her husband. “It’s just so 
wonderful to see your wife get recognized for who 
she really is, someone who just loves other 
people,” Robbie said.  
 
back to top  
   
School Readiness Applications Submitted 
  
During the week of April 7, a multidisciplinary First 
5 team convened to review School Readiness 
applications submitted by First 5 county 
commissions. Staff received 23 applications from 
11 counties and all demonstrated strong 
commitment to the four domains of the School 
Readiness Initiative: (1) family supports, (2) child 
development, (3) health and, (4) systems of care. 
Applications were due April 4, and funding 
notifications were sent by April 30. 
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Hands-on Health Van 
  

The tour is off to a 
great start! During 
its first two weeks 
on the road, the 
Hands-on Health 
van reached 
nearly 10,000 
Californians. The 
van’s visit to the 
Cesar Chavez 
Library in 



Monterey County on April 15 was covered by 
numerous general market and Spanish-language 
news outlets including The Californian, The 
Monterey County Herald, KION 46 News (CBS), 
KCBA-TV and more than eight radio stations. On 
the same day, The Fresno Bee ran a great 
photograph of the van on the front page of its local 
news section and a week later the van was 
featured in seven stories in Madera County alone. 
Stay tuned for future updates, including a possible 
phase six tour this fall. 
 
back to top   
  
Evaluation Technical Assistance 
  
The Research and Evaluation Team held a 
technical assistance conference call on April 22. 
The notes from this call and information about 
accessing the conference call recording are on the 
First 5 Web site under Statewide Evaluation. 
Please check the Web site for details regarding 
the next technical assistance conference call 
scheduled for Monday, May 19 from 10:00-10:30 
a.m. 
  
As a reminder, if you have any evaluation 
questions or if you need assistance with PEDS, 
please e-mail evaluation@ccfc.ca.gov. 
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Budget and Legislative Update 
  
Governor Schwarzenegger is scheduled to release 
his revised budget proposal May 14, which reflects 
updated tax revenue amounts.   
  
Also, First 5 California supports two important 
preschool reform bills, SB 1629 (Steinberg) and 
AB 2759 (Jones), both have been the subject of 
large stakeholder group meetings. 
  
SB 1629, introduced by Senator Darrell Steinberg, 
would establish a commission to create an early 
learning quality improvement system. The 
provisions of this bill include framework for 
improving program quality and an enhanced 
funding structure that provides the necessary 



resources for programs to achieve higher quality, 
and the support and opportunity for teachers to 
reach higher levels of educational attainment.  
AB 2759, introduced by Assemblyman Dave 
Jones, would streamline and consolidate the 
state’s existing preschool programs that serve 
children 3 to 5 years of age.  
  
There is also a continued effort to include funding 
for preschool facilities in AB 100 (Mullin), which is 
known as the Public Education Facilities Bond Act.
 
back to top  
  
First 5 California Hosts Koreatown Childhood 
Obesity Prevention Symposium 
  
Childhood obesity is a growing epidemic in 
California, but the good news is the disease is 
preventable. This was the message delivered to 
more than 40 representatives of Asian and Pacific 
Islander American community organizations at an 
April 17 childhood obesity symposium sponsored 
by First 5 California in Los Angeles’ Koreatown.  
  
First 5 California Executive Director Kris Perry and 
Dr. Joyce Javier, a Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles pediatrician with an emphasis in Asian 
American Studies, addressed the symposium as 
part of First 5 California’s APIA Childhood Obesity 
Prevention education and outreach campaign.  
  
“Through this symposium, we hope to build a 
stronger partnership with these groups that know 
their community best, and share information, 
resources and ideas that will help work toward a 
solution,” Perry said.  
  

Dr. Javier emphasized the 
childhood obesity problem 
cannot be ignored and said 
two key steps parents and 
caregivers can take are to 
encourage their children to 
eat healthier meals and get 
more exercise. “Childhood 
obesity is becoming more 

prevalent among APIA children, which is 
especially concerning because studies have found 



that Asians have a higher risk of chronic diseases, 
such as Type 2 diabetes, at lower levels of body 
mass index than other groups,” Dr. Javier said. 
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Center for Results Update 

Eclipse Solutions 
was selected as the 
contractor to write 
and manage the 

Request for Proposal process to hire an 
organization to develop the Center for Results 
database. We began working with Eclipse 
Solutions on this procurement in early April. We 
will use the Evaluation Technical Advisory 
Committee to help identify First 5 county 
commission data needs and solicit input from 
other First 5 county commission staff at the 
Evaluation Pre-conference Institute during the 
First 5 California 2008 Annual Statewide 
Conference.  

 
back to top  
 
First 5 Visits Bay Area School Readiness 
Program 
  
On April 17 Mike Fuller, Administrator, Office of 
Healthy Development in Program Management 
Division (PMD), attended the regional meeting of 
the Bay Area School Readiness (SR) program 
coordinators in San Leandro.  Mike met with the 
group to introduce himself and new staff 
assignments for the School Readiness program 
and the Program Management Division in 
general.  Kimberly McDaniel and Silvia Flores are 
the newly- assigned School Readiness 
consultants in PMD.  Mike talked about the 
differences in the Round 3 RFF versus prior RFFs. 
The SR coordinators gave Mike valuable input on 
program issues and how First 5 California can 
communicate and coordinate its activities with the 
Bay Area region.  Mike also stated that once the 
RFF and applications are processed School 
Readiness program staff intend to conduct site 
visits to meet SR coordinators and observe 



exemplary programs.  
 
back to top  
  
KCRA Viewers Brushed Up on Oral Health 
  
Executive Director Kris Perry appeared on KCRA-
TV's morning show on April 15 along with Dr. 
Cindy Weideman, a dentist and First 5 
Sacramento commissioner, to discuss the 
importance of children’s dental health. They 
provided a demonstration of proper oral hygiene 
techniques. Kudos to First 5 Sacramento for 
helping with this segment!  
 
back to top  
  
School Readiness Evaluation CDs 
  

In an effort to increase 
learning between First 5 
county commissions, First 5 
California created a CD with 
the School Readiness 
evaluations submitted by 
counties during the annual 
reporting process. On April 

15, a copy was mailed to each county executive 
director. If you are interested in this information, 
please contact your executive director. First 5 
California will not distribute additional copies.  
 
back to top  
  
Special Needs Network Legislative Breakfast 
  

Areva Martin, 
president, Special 
Needs Network, Inc., 
Karen Bass, speaker-
elect and First 5 
California 
Commission Chair 
Hector Ramirez at the 
Tools for 
Transformation 
Conference. 
 
 

First 5 California Commission Chair Hector 
Ramirez was the Master of Ceremonies for the 



Legislative Breakfast of the Special Needs 
Network on April 12 in Los Angeles. The breakfast 
was the opening event for the 2nd Annual Tools for 
Transformation conference. The conference 
brought together 700 parents, children, educators, 
community leaders, and stakeholders for a day of 
networking and information sharing.  
  
The breakfast also included a panel of legislators 
who spoke about the laws they are sponsoring to 
help ensure California's children get the best care 
possible. 
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Celebrating Earth Day the First 5 Way 
  

In honor of Earth Day, 
First 5 California 
encouraged parents to 
teach their children how 
to live “green” starting 
from an early age to help 
ensure a healthier future 
for them and the planet. 
A press release 
distributed to media 
shared a “Top 10” list of 
ways for parents to teach 
their children to live 

“green,” noting that many environmentally-friendly 
choices have added benefits, such as encouraging 
physical activity, eating fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and safer toxin-free environments. 
Coverage included five Spanish-language 
newspapers and four general market papers. A 
colorful Earth Day flyer with tips for living “green” 
was also shared with county commissions.  
  
Thanks to all the county commissions that 
distributed the flyer to grantees – and thanks in 
advance for either forwarding the flyer 
electronically or recycling the paper you printed it 
on. 
 
back to top  
   
Kindergarten Entry Profile Update 
  



In the past, First 5 California conducted bi-annual 
Kindergarten Entry Profiles (KEP). This year we 
will not conduct a KEP using 2008 data. We will 
reevaluate the need for KEPs in the future.  
 
back to top  
  
Riverside County Child Care Crisis Summit 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First 5 

California Commissioner Molly Munger  
discusses child care issues with attendees at Summit. 
 
First 5 California Commissioner Molly Munger, co-
founder/co-director of Advancement Project Los 
Angeles participated at a Child Care Crisis Summit 
in Riverside. She spoke about the importance and 
state of child care in Riverside County. Concerns 
exist over an increasing lack of child care in 
Riverside County and the impact on its families 
and economy. These issues prompted First 5 
Riverside to partner with several organizations to 
host the Child Care Crisis Summit on April 23 at 
the Moreno Valley Conference Center.  

Commissioner Munger, served as keynote 
speaker. “Virtually all of areas in Riverside County 
have some need,” Munger said, citing research 
she conducted on preschool shortages statewide. 
"One proposed solution is to pass a state school 
bond in November for additional preschool 
facilities. The proposal would require school 
districts to house facilities on elementary school 
sites." Although a public sector-driven plan, 
Munger said those in the private child care 
industry are not likely to be ignored. On the 
contrary, she said economics and other needs 
would drive the desire to partner with community 
providers. 

First 5 Riverside’s partners for the Child Care 



Crisis Summit include Affordable Building for 
Children’s Development (ABCD) Constructing 
Connections, a program of the Low Income 
Investment Fund (LIIF) with major funding from 
First 5 California; Riverside County Child Care 
Consortium; Riverside County Economic 
Development Agency; Riverside County 
Department of Public Social Services; Riverside 
County Planning Department; the Riverside 
County Office of Education and the California 
Department of Education.  
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Monthly Materials Topics Set for 2008 
  
The First 5 California County Technical Assistance 
(TA) Team released the monthly materials topics 
for the remainder of 2008. 
  
Below is a list of themes, which were strategically 
selected to tie-in to a season or holiday/national 
observance for added media value.  As always, 
monthly materials will be distributed to county 
commissions in English and Spanish on or near 
the 15th of the prior month.  
  
Please contact the First 5 California County TA 
team at (310) 552-4101 or 
f5countyta@rogerspr.com should you want to 
brainstorm activities or outreach tools related to 
these monthly materials topics. 
  
June: Eat Your Colors! Healthy Food 
Habits for the Whole Family 

Tie-in: Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Month 
and farmers’ markets season 

July: Bringing Home Baby: Introducing Your 
Newborn to the Family 

Tie-in: July is the month with the highest 
birth rate  

August: Don’t Wait to Vaccinate: A Parent’s 
Guide to Immunizations 

Tie-in: National Immunization Awareness 
Month 



September: Read Today and Every Day: Tips for 
Reading with Your Child Daily 

Tie-in: National Literacy Month 

October: Creativity and Your Child: How to Boost 
Your Child’s Curiosity and Brain Power 

Tie-in: Sid the Science Kid partnership  

November: The Do’s and Don’ts of Discipline: 
How to be a Positive Parent without Bending the 
Rules 

Tie-in: Holidays approaching and increased 
family time 

December: Healthy Hands: Teaching Your 
Children the Importance of Hand Washing 

Tie-in: National Hand Washing Awareness 
Week  

back to top  
 
California Department of Education Migrant 
Education Program 
  
Mary Anne Riehl-Campos represented First 5 
California on one of seven work groups 
convened by the California Department of 
Education (CDE) to write the Migrant Education 
Program's (MEP) State Plan for Improving 
Academic Achievement for all students.  The last 
plan was written more than 20 years ago, and this 
was the first time that a school readiness 
component was part of the statewide plan. 
  
Each of the seven work groups was charged with 
developing performance targets, measurable  
outcomes and strategies to close the academic 
achievement gap for migrant education students.  
Each work group also spent a day working with 
researchers in their respective area to ensure that 
the group's recommendations would be firmly 
planted in current research and incorporate 
evidenced-based strategies.     
  
The work groups' recommendations have been 
sent to CDE management team for final review, 
and once adopted, MEP regional directors and 
staff will receive training on the new plan.   
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County Fund Distributions 
 
The Monthly Distributions for Fiscal Year 2007/08 
are available on the First 5 California Web site at 
www.ccfc.ca.gov/commission/fiscal.asp.  The 
report titled "Disbursement to Counties" provides 
current information on the total funds to date 
authorized for release by First 5 California to First 
5 county commissions. 
 
Since the release of the April County Connection, 
the following revenues and disbursements were 
authorized and submitted to the State Controller's 
Office for release to counties: February 2008 Tax 
Revenues; School Readiness Program Cycle 1 
and 2, 2nd Program disbursements; School 
Readiness Program Cycle 2 Coordination 
disbursement; CARES reimbursement; Health 
Access reimbursement; Regional Technical 
Assistance, 1st disbursement; and FY 07/08 
Special Needs Project disbursements. 
 
If you have questions regarding tax revenue, 
please contact Sandy Beck at (916) 263-1018, or 
by e-mail at sbeck@ccfc.ca.gov.  For questions 
regarding program funding, contact your assigned 
program consultant.  
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Sacramento, CA 95833 
(916) 263-1050 
 

  


